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Limassol was flooded with
singers over the weekend
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In the heart of the old port and with the illuminated "Lampousa®, the
traditional boat of the Limassol Municipality, as a backdrop, the
central stage of the Cantada Festival was set up on June 31 and 23,
offering two enchanting meledic nights to the hundreds of
spectators who rushed to watch it.

The festival was dedicated 1o the memary of the well-known singar and sailer
Kostas Grigerieu , father of the conductor of the Epilogi Cultural Movement,
Michalis Grigoriou , who established the institution.

An institution thot was missing from Limossol, a city with a great trodition in
cantada and the oparatien of many contador groups, The embroce of the
fastival by Limassol residents, and not only, proved in practics that cantada
doas not balong to the past, but still has o voica and a reason for axistance

Many groups of singers and cheies of the city eogerly respondad to the call for
participation: The Limassol Singers, the *Giorgolletol® Singers, the EDON

Limaissol Singars, the Cypriot Singars, the llandron Mala Vocal Ensemixle, tha
"Mocdkarn Times® Ghoir, the “Ariens” Ghoir, 0s well os the Childrerrs Choir of P K.
Epllagl and the Children's Chatr and Mandelin *Malodias and Colers®,

Special appearances in the festival program were the Singers of Zakyrithos and
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the Beleantc Group of Athens with Antonis Koronaios and Eleni Davou, under the
diraction of condustar Panayis Barbialis. Twa very impartant Greak groups that
gave o brogder Mediteranean dimension to the event. Also participating were
tha singar Spyros Charalambous and the soprano Mariza aAnastasiadi |, who
sang from the balcany of "Lambousa’.

Aftar tha and of the program, a party followad with Alsjjos, a young artist who
elaborotes troditicn al musscal themes through modem sounds. Alejjos was
assigned to create o composition, which, bosed on the rich program of the
festival he attended, would render a new musical piace through the longuags of
today's youth, in a dubstep rhythm.

The: 2nd Cantada Festival | howavar, was not limited to the maln evant ot the
Cld Port of the City. It spread with the parade of cantada groups throughout the
historical center of Limassol, ploasantly surprising passersby. However, the avent
also extended beyond the geogmphical boundaries of Limassol, with o porade
on the coastal promenade in front of the Four Seasons Hotel, spreading
excitament among the visitors who attendad

The fastivalincluded o sanes of pra-fastival activities, such as the pamda in tha
mMuricipality of Amathus, but also in the bride's neighborheosd before her

wadding, reviving the institution of singing undear the window of her beloved.

The evant was also accompanied by o series of workshops and lectures with
relevant presentations such os: * The domian Cantoda®with speaker Pavios
Konitopoulos  * Mistary of the cantada in Limassol - persoralitios of the city” by
Mimis Sofokleous .

Maestro Panagis Barbatis led an open rehearsal of all the singers, who closed

tha program with two joint songs on Sunday evaning.

The evant did not miss the traditional folk feast in o pleasant meeting of the
Limassc| singers with the Zakynthos Singers, who did not fail to pay tnbute to
Dimitris Lagios . both during thair program and with o visit to the monumant of
the great artist in the Limassel Publie Gardan.

The organizers’ goal is 1o cradte an enline platform dedicated to cantada
whare rich archival and educational material will be gathered, salling upa
netwerk of cultural exchange in which contada will be recognized os o vibrant,
polyphonic musical phenomeanon with a Europaan and M editamaneasn idaentity,
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