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The e-fikardou Digital Platform was delivered by the
UNESCO Headquarters of TEPAK
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Digital Technologies in the promaticn of Cultural Heritage and rural touriam development.
You can find photographic material at this [k .

The e-fikardou Digltal Platform was handed over for public use on Wednesday, August 28, 2024, by The specialized scentists of the
UMNESCO Chair for Digial Cultural Herliage of the Cyprus University of Technology, with Director De, Marine loannidis | 1w the
representatives of the local community. | which highlights: the rich history, unique architecture, local fraditions and vibrant culture of an
icomic village, with a rich history and centuries-old architecture, the village of Fikardos in Cyprus

The event was attended by impartant representatives such s Mr, Charalambos Chrlstofinas - Commissioner for the Development of
Mouniainous Areas of Cyprus, Mr. Christos Pittaras - President of the Micosla Development Company, the Commmunity Council of
Fikardos headed by Mr. also Mr. Dimitris Dimitriou | A/Community Chief of Fikardou, Mr. Geongioa Pehlivanis Member of the Community
Courgil, Mr. Theodosios Bakalieos Member of the Community Cauncil and the professor and Vice Chancefior of Academic Affairs of
TERAK, Mr. Nikolaos Tsapatsoulis .

The digital representation of Fikardos contribution to the history of Cyprus

An encouraging development for the once degraded villags, which cowld not be disconnected from the broader and intensive effors
made in recent years to preserve, safeguard and highlight iis culiural heritage. Efforts that are certainly due to ihe inclusion of Fikardos,
intive context of the wark done in the Labaratery for the Digitizatian of Culiural Herltage at TEPAK,

The digital representation of Fikardos iz a tribute 1o ifs past, a gift to the present and an investment in the future.

In particular, threugh Eurcpean funded projests, the Digital Heritage Laberatery of TEPAK, which hosts the UNESCO and European
Research Area Chais in the fleld of Digital Culeral Hesitage, Is trying In collahoration with the Department of Antiquities 1o belp in the
digital and holistic recording of the memoary of Fikardos. The platform was developed i the framework of the EU HZDZ0 European
progects TEXTOUR , MNEMOSYME and IMPACTOUR , which are under the LINESCO Chair in Digital Cultural Heritage The participation of
the Chai in these projects has highlighted the value of digital technalagies in the preservation of culturat heritage and susiamable
tourism development. 1 is the first time that TEPAK has deltversd a functional digital product with such sigaificans socisl and culturad
value, making this initistive particularly impertant far the university and the wider cammunity.

Fikardea has been included in the above programs as a leading case study of a settlement that is on the Provisional List of UNESCO
World Cultural Heritages.

i this context, the interdisciplinary team of TEPAK has created an elecronic platform called "e-fikardou’, which offers @ comprehensive
educaticnal and interactive experiance of both the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of Fikardow

The platform includes digitized models of the entire village and its monuiments, an mteractive e-book, digital 30 guided tour, virual tour,
as well &5 mapping of Fikardos™ cyeling and hiking routes.

i Is worth underlining that one of the main obgectives of the H2020 TEXTOUR progect { hitps. iextour-project.ew/ ), which ks the pre-
eminent Ewopean program that included this protected settlernent in Cyprus, together with the settlement of Anfeh in Lebanon, a5 case
studies, is the development and revitalization of degraded cultural sites and destinations with the active invelvement of local

communities
The uitimate goal is to strengthen both cultural touvism and our cuftural diplomacy.

The project aims 1o present & comprehensnve digital depiction of Fikardas, capturing its rich history, unique architectural style, local
traditons and vibrant culiure.

Fikardou iz & village steeped in history. designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site due to its well-preserved traditional anchiteziure,
which offers & fascinating glimpse intg neral life in Cyprus from centuries past, With-a strong fecus on presenving the suthenticity of this
untigue vilage, our project uses state-ofhe-an digltal technologies to docurent and showcass every detad of Fikardas, from the
cabbied streets 1o the characienstic stone-bullt houses and Byzantine churches.

Through thes praject, the digdal literacy of the communty will be enhanced by promaoting a seamiess intesaction between the willagers
and modern technologies. There is close cooperation with the local commumity, encouraging them 1o ectively participate in the
digitization process and providing them with the necessary 1eals to thrive in the digital age.

The holistic digitization approach extends beyond the physical features of the village. It delves into the fiving history of Fikardes,
traditional crafts, Iocal customs and folklore, Using immersive storytelling techniques and interactive digita! exhibits, the project aims to
create an engagng and educational experience for visitars around the waorld

"E-fikardou’ - & Digital window to the world - tourism development tool

The project also aims to boost locel 1ourism by enhancing the visitor experience Digitzed exhibits can serve 85 an information and
navigation aid for tounsts, makdng their visit mare enriching and aducational. In additien, the interactive AR featuras will provide an
immersive, fun and egciting way to lear about Flkardos histary and culture,

The dictal ttansformation of Flkardos is a nlaneering affort o poaiset The beauty and unkaeness of the villaae 1o @ wider alohal
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audience. Leveraging cutting-edge technologies. we have created aninterac nd immersive digital landscepe that brings the village's

histary, architeciure and culture to ife. Users from all over the world can now explore Fikarda's narmow sireets, ancient
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The President of the Fikardos Community Council Me. Chriztos Tyrimos, moved, added the following:
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